
 

 
 



 

 

Info for journalists 
 

Welcome to the 55th Saslong Classic! 

 

We are pleased you are joining us in Val Gardena/Gröden to report live on our spectacular speed 

races. For many years, the Saslong Classic Club, as the organizer of the Ski World Cup in Val 

Gardena/Gröden, has been striving to partner with all journalists. Therefore, our team always offers 

you the best possible working conditions.  

 

 

Press Center: Located in the public gymnasium of St. Cristina, just below the church. Opening hours:  

Monday, 12 December: 4:00 – 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, 13 December: 8:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, 14 December: 8.00 am - 7.00 pm 

Thursday, 15 December: 8.00 am - 8.00 pm 

Friday, 16 December: 8.00 am - 8:00 pm 

Saturday, 17 December: 8.00 am - 6.00 pm 

 

Wifi: Free access; Network: Media, Password: SaslongMedia 

 

Contacts:  

Press Center Manager: Evi Hilpold, Mobile: +39 392 0437405, Email: press@saslong.org 

Photo Chief: Alessandro Trovati, mobile: +39 348 6903881, e-mail: ale@pentaphoto.it 

Press Chief: Hannes Kröss, mobile: +39 333 7223248, e-mail: media@saslong.org 

 

Catering: Hot Italian and local cuisine from Wednesday to Saturday. For reasons of sustainability, we 

will have two meatless days this year.   

 

Transportation: There is a shuttle service between the Press Center and the Finish area. You can 

always reach the Finish area on foot or with your vehicle.  



 

 

 

Photographers: Access to the course is regulated by the FIS according to the priority list. Vests and 

armbands will be handed out at the Press Center. There is a reserved working area at the Finish.  

 

Press Conferences with Athletes: After consultation with the FIS Media Coordinators, there will be 

NO official press conferences after the races. However, journalists can interview athletes in the 

Mixed Zone at the Finish of the Saslong.      

 

Press Conference to present the 2029 World Championships Bid: As you may already know, Val 

Gardena/Gröden South Tyrol is bidding for the 2029 Alpine World Ski Championships. We want to 

present our bid to journalists at a press conference in the Media Center, which will take place on 

Thursday, 15 December, starting at 3:30 pm. Detailed information will be provided closer to the event.   

 

Download Area at www.saslong.org: Lots of information is provided in the media area on our website 

https://www.saslong.org/en/media/ 

 

Team Captains’ Meetings are open to the public and will be held at the House of Culture "Oswald von 

Wolkenstein" in Selva/Wolkenstein, Via Meisules 144. Start: Monday at 8:00 pm, Tuesday to Friday at 

5:00 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Brilliant anniversary:  

Val Gardena/Gröden Completes the Centenary 
In the South Tyrolean skiing stronghold Val Gardena/Gröden, people are looking forward to an 

exceptional edition of the Ski World Cup on the last weekend before Christmas. The best downhill 

skiers in the world are not only pitching their tents at the foot of the Sassolungo for the 55th time as 

part of the Saslong Classic - Val Gardena/Gröden is hosting races 99 to 101 from Thursday, 15 

December to Saturday, 17 December, respectively.   

 

Another milestone in the long and glorious history of the Saslong Classic: the downhill on Saturday, 

17 December will be race number 100 in Val Gardena/Gröden. The Val Gardena/Gröden World Cup 

organizers rise to an extremely select circle: a circle that includes only the absolute elite of 

international skiing, such as Kitzbühel, Wengen and Garmisch-Partenkirchen.  

 

"Countless incidents have taken place on the Saslong over the past decades. It started in February 

1969, when Jean Daniel Dätwyler won the first downhill. One year later, the World Championships 

followed, leaving a 

lasting mark on Val 

Gardena/Gröden. In 

1980, Uli Spieß was 

the first skier to jump 

over the camel humps. 

In 2004, Kristian 

Ghedina caused a 

moment of shock 

when he almost 

collided with a deer that had strayed onto the course on the finish jump. We could fill books with 

stories about winners - and tragic heroes," says Rainer Senoner, president of the Saslong Classic 

Club, about the upcoming anniversary.  

 



 

 

 

Records, records, records 

Speaking of winners: With four triumphs in the 

downhill, the Austrian Franz Klammer, and the Italian 

local hero Kristian Ghedina are the record winners on 

the 3,446 meter long course with an 839 meters 

altitude difference. However, Aksel Lund Svindal can 

boast more individual victories - namely seven. Twice, 

the Norwegian raced to first place in the downhill, and 

five times he celebrated the day's winning time in the 

super-G. Alongside Pirmin Zurbriggen (SUI), Lasse 

Kjus (NOR), Michael Walchhofer (AUT) and Aleksander 

Aamodt Kilde (NOR), Svindal is one of five racers to 

have won both speed disciplines in Val 

Gardena/Gröden.  

 

The 55th Saslong Classic will also provide material to 

write new hero stories. In keeping with tradition, the 

South Tyrolean organizers are sticking to the tried and 

tested date on the last weekend before Christmas. They 

will be hosting the super-G on Friday, 16 December, 

and the classic downhill on Saturday, 17 December. The start time for both races is set for 11:45 am 

- just like the two training runs on Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

A marketing tool for the 2029 World Cup candidacy 

The World Cup in Val Gardena/Gröden also serves a secondary purpose this year. "It is a perfect 

marketing tool to advertise for the Alpine World Ski Championships, which we would like to host in 

2029 on our existing slopes. The 100th race in Val Gardena/Gröden not only underlines our long-

standing tradition but also shows that the fire for skiing still burns within us. This passion carries us 



 

 

so that we can realize the dream of another World Ski Championships in Val Gardena/Gröden" adds 

Senoner. 

 

The organizing committee of the Saslong Classic Club is particularly pleased that the anniversary 

races can be held this year in front of 

packed grandstands and with an 

exciting entertainment program. For 

example, an exclusive two-story VIP 

tent will be set up in the finish area. 

On the other hand, fans can 

experience the race action from the 

particularly closely situated and 

spectacular spectator area near the 

camel humps. The parade of fan 

clubs that will herald the downhill on Saturday is very popular.  

 

Tickets for the Ski World Cup in Val Gardena/Gröden are available on the official website at 

https://www.saslong.org/en/tickets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Will the duel between Kilde and Odermatt go into the next 

round? 
Two athletes have left their mark at the start of the 2022/23 season in the speed disciplines. Norway's 

Aleksander Aamodt Kilde won three of four races overseas and finished second once. Marco 

Odermatt from Switzerland also claimed a victory, finishing second twice and adding another podium 

in third place. Will this impressive series continue at the 55th Saslong Classic?  

 

According to numerous experts, 

Aleksander Aamodt Kilde and 

Marco Odermatt are among the 

most all-around racers in the 

entire ski circuit. Currently, they 

are the two athletes who are in 

the best shape. Of the first five 

World Cup races of the 2022/23 

season, Kilde won three, and 

Odermatt stood on the highest 

podium in the other two 

decisions. Odermatt, for example, decided the giant slalom in Sölden in his favor. Then, Kilde struck 

back in the downhill in Lake Louise before Odermatt triumphed in the super-G at the Canadian ski 

resort. A Kilde double then followed in Beaver Creek (USA). The only speed race of the new season 

that Kilde did not win was the super-G at Lake Louise. Here, the Norwegian finished in second place.   

 

Reigning overall World Cup winner Marco Odermatt, who is already back in the lead this new season, 

even finished on the podium in all five opening races. The 25-year-old from Hergiswil finished third 

in the downhill at Lake Louise and twice came within a hair's breadth of victory at Beaver Creek. Only 

Kilde was faster than the Swiss on the Bird of Prey slope.  

 

 



 

 

Kilde's home game 

Now the two dominators of this early stage of the 

season are coming to Val Gardena/Gröden. Returning 

to the South Tyrolean speed classic for Kilde is 

practically a home game. The 30-year-old from 

Lommendalens has won three of the last four races 

on the Saslong and was extremely fast in the downhill 

last year until he retired after a mistake. The 

Scandinavian has six podiums to his name on Val 

Gardena/Gröden's local mountain - four of them as 

the winner. Kilde is also the only athlete besides his 

compatriot Aksel Lund Svindal to win the downhill and super-G in one year. Two years ago, he also 

took the special DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy.    

 

While Kilde is returning to one of his favorite slopes, as he has repeatedly emphasized in countless 

interviews, the Saslong has only had one good result for Odermatt. The Olympic giant slalom 

champion has a ninth-place finish in the super-G on the 1970 World Cup slope to his credit. He 

achieved this result two years ago. In the downhill, however, the current World Cup overall winner 

only took part in one training session. Therefore, it remains to be seen whether Odermatt will also 

compete in the "supreme discipline" this year.   

 

Bennett chases form 

It is also exciting to see who else might have a say in the 55th Saslong Classic besides the two 

exceptional skiers. Last year's winner in the downhill - American Bryce Bennett - is still lagging 

behind his form at the moment. He finished 45th in Lake Louise, but in Beaver Creek, he scored at 

least a few World Cup points in 26th place. His USA team colleague Ryan Cochran-Siegle had his 

finest hour on the Saslong two years ago when he finished second in the downhill. His ninth and 

seventh-place finishes in the first two downhills of the current season should give him the confidence 

he needs for the South Tyrolean World Cup stage.   

 



 

 

The last Austrian winner on the Saslong was Vincent Kriechmayr. The Austrian prevailed in the 

super-G in 2019 - a race that had to be interrupted repeatedly due to unstable weather conditions 

and was probably the longest Super-G in skiing history in total duration. Last year, the ÖSV racer 

finished in third place - always in the super-G. Kriechmayr has made an excellent start to the new 

season, as underlined by positions eleven, four (in Lake Louise), five and nine (in Beaver Creek).  

 

 

Mayer a bank in the Super-G on the Saslong 

The World Cup year has started even better for Kriechmayr's teammate Matthias Mayer. The three-

time Olympic champion (twice in the super-G and once in the downhill) has achieved two fourth-place 

finishes in the downhill, was on the podium in third place in the super-G at Lake Louise and finished 

tenth in the super-G at Beaver Creek. Super-G is also Mayer's stronger discipline on the Saslong. In 

the last seven years, he has only failed to finish in the top 7 once and climbed onto the podium twice 

- including a second-place finish on December 17, 2021.    

 

Although the Saslong is not necessarily one of his 

favorite tracks, Dominik Paris already has eight top-

ten results to his credit at his home race. The Saslong 

Classic was most successful for the local 

powerhouse in the 2014/15 season, when Paris 

finished third in the downhill and came in second in 

the super-G. Last year, the 33-year-old narrowly 

missed out on the podium. He finished fourth in the 

downhill and sixth in the super-G. Can Paris end the 35-year drought and capture the second downhill 

victory for a South Tyrolean after Herbert Plank in 1977? The answer to this question will be given on 

December 15, 2022…  

 

 

 



 

 

Program 55th Saslong Classic 
 

Monday, 12.12.2022 8:00 pm  1st Team captains’ meeting 

 

Tuesday, 13.12.2022  11:45 am  Downhill training (Saslong course) 

5:00 pm  Team captains’ meeting 

 

Wednesday, 14.12.2022  11:45 am  Downhill training (Saslong course) 

   5:00 pm  Team captains’ meeting 

 

Thursday, 15.12.2022  12:00 pm  Downhill Men (Saslong Course) 

   2:00 pm  Flower Ceremony (Saslong Stadium) 

   3:30 pm  Presentation Candidature World Cup 2029 (Press Center) 

   5:00 pm  Team leader meeting  

   5:15 pm  Bib draw Vitalini Speed Contest* 

   5:45 pm  Warm up with DJ Ondy and live entertainment* 

   6:15 pm  Bib draw super-G* 

   7:00 pm  Athlete presentation Sci Club Gherdeina* 

 

Friday, 16.12.2022   11:45 am Super-G Men (Saslong course) 

   2:00 pm  Flower Ceremony (Saslong Stadium), followed by Vitalini Speed Contest 

   5:00 pm  Team captain’s meeting 

   5:15 pm  Pëufla in Concert* 

   5:45 pm  Warm up with DJ Ondy and live entertainment*. 

   6:15 pm  Award ceremony Super-G and bib draw for downhill, followed by Pëufla in Concert* 

 

Saturday, 17.12.2022  10:45 am  Fan parade 

   11:45 am  Downhill men (Saslong slope) 

   2:00 pm  Flower ceremony and award ceremony  

followed by award ceremony DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy (Saslong 

Stadium) and Gianni Marzola Prize 

* Antonius Square Ortisei 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Fun facts from 54 issues of Saslong Classic 
Stories about triumphant victories and matching defeats. About tricks, daring jumps and rockets 

under the skis. About animals that have strayed onto the slopes. The list of anecdotes before the 55th 

Saslong Classic and the 100th World Cup race on the Saslong is long. So here is a small selection of 

ten fun facts to read, marvel at and smile about...  

 

How it all began 

On this Friday morning, the clocks in Val Gardena/Gröden are ticking a little differently. Nevertheless, 

there is something in the air. People are excited, feverishly anticipating an important event. No 

wonder: in a few hours, the first World Cup gold be chased on the Saslong course. Thirty-six gates 

were set on this 14 February 1969 on the 3,446-meter long course with an altitude difference of 839 

meters from Ciampinoi 

at 2249 meters to the 

finish area of Ruaccia 

at 1410 meters above 

sea level. The Swiss 

Jean-Daniel Dätwyler 

will open the premiere 

with the start number 

1. What he doesn't 

know yet when 

crossing the finish line: 

his time of 2:07.75 

minutes will suffice for the victory. Henri Duvillard from France and Rudi Sailer from Austria will 

complete the podium.  

 

Two Swiss skiing legends become downhill world champions 

Just one year after the World Cup premiere, the Alpine Ski World Championships are held in Val 

Gardena/Gröden. The men raced for gold, silver and bronze on the Saslong on 15 February 1970. It 



 

 

snowed the night before the big showdown. This put early starters at a disadvantage. And so 

Bernhard Russi, who starts the 

race in 15th place, takes full 

advantage of the situation. 

2:24.57 minutes is the winning 

time of the young Swiss, who 

celebrates his first big title and 

first World Cup triumph in Val 

Gardena/Gröden. The women's 

downhill was decided four days 

earlier. On the Cir slope in 

Selva Gardena/Wolkenstein, 

Annerösli Zryd had her great 

moment and left the then very 

young Annemarie Moser-Pröll from Austria behind her, who rejoiced over bronze.    

 

The only South Tyrolean downhill winner 

16 December 1977 is a day that will go down in the annals of South Tyrolean sports history. It is the 

day on which the Saslong will see the only downhill triumph of a racer from the northernmost 

province of Italy. According to records, it is freezing cold in Val Gardena/Gröden, the slope is as hard 

as a rock, and in places, you can see the grass poking out under a thin layer of ice. The favorites are 

already at the finish line when Herbert Plank from Vipiteno/Sterzing catapults himself out of the 

starting gate. The then 23-year-old catches the starting turn perfectly and takes extreme speed into 

the flat section after the loop. The Wipptaler's crouch is deep; he leaves the other key sections like 

the Sochers walls, the Camel Humps - here the wild humps knock him mercilessly through the air - 

and the Ciaslat behind him, racing as fast as an arrow. 2:01.47 flashes the clock at the Finish in front 

of thousands of fans - along with a "#1". And even if the Austrian team protests because of allegedly 

faulty timing and a low start number - Plank is the winner getting celebrated.   

 

 



 

 

A jump for the ages 

Until the mid-1970s, they are called the Jump of the 

Kangaroo. That is until Sepp Sulzberger, the legendary FIS 

delegate in Val Gardena/Gröden comes along and 

unceremoniously renames them Camel Humps. This key 

section of the only South Tyrolean World Cup downhill 

became really famous on 14 December 1980, when Uli 

Spieß's great hour arrived. The North Tyrolean from 

Austria was the first to jump over the second and third 

Camel Humps with a clearance of seven meters and 

landing safely after 50 meters. In the end, Spieß comes 

fifth, and the victory goes to the Swiss Peter Müller. But the 

big star of the day is that brave ski racer who first dared to 

jump over the Val Gardena/Gröden "waves."  

 

 

 

 

The Klammer trick 

World Cup race in 1982. This year there are two downhill races on the Saslong. The Swiss Conradin 

Cathomen is unbeatable on Friday, leaving Erwin Resch and Franz Klammer behind. But before the 

second downhill on Saturday, Klammer reaches deep into his bag of tricks. On the gondola ride up 

to the start, he tells his masseur that he had partied the night before and therefore hardly slept. Also 

in the cabin is Peter Müller, one of the favorites, who pretends not to have heard anything. The top-

fit Klammer, who was pulling Müller's leg, catches the perfect line and celebrates his fourth and last 

triumph overall on the Saslong - 48 hundredths of a second ahead of Müller. No wonder the Swiss 

are said to have been quite annoyed. 

 

 

 



 

 

The sensational man from Liechtenstein 

It is a kind of unwritten law: whoever leads in a downhill race after bib number 30 reaches the finish 

line can start giving winning interviews. That 

exceptions prove the rule applies on Friday, 17 

December 1993. Exceptional skier Marc Girardelli 

achieves the best time with bib number 30 in 2:09.21 

minutes. It would be the first triumph for the 

Luxembourg all-rounder on the Saslong. But the 

course is accelerating thanks to the sunshine in the 

upper part. The result: Werner Franz, who started in 

52nd place, is 12/100 of a second faster than 

Girardelli. But it gets even thicker. Markus Foser, the 

cheerful Liechtensteiner, is again 0.19 seconds 

faster than Franz. It's sensational! And his record 

still holds: Until today, no one has won a World Cup 

race with as high a starting number as Markus Foser. 

 

 

 

Rockets under the French slats 

Was the snow particularly fast? Was the run more directly set? Did Antoine Deneriaz have 

phenomenal gliding skills? Did the Frenchman have perfect material? Or was it a mix of all of the 

above? On this Saturday, 20 December 2003, Deneriaz raced across Val Gardena/Gröden's local 

mountain as if clipped on rails. At the finish line in the Ruaccia stadium, the future Olympic downhill 

champion recorded the fastest time ever achieved on the Saslong: 1:52.99 minutes. And for the 

second time in a row, the Frenchman relegates Michael Walchhofer from Austria to second place in 

Val Gardena/Gröden, who will go on to celebrate a total of four victories at the South Tyrolean speed 

classic in subsequent years (two each in super-G and downhill).   

 

 



 

 

Dancing with the deer 

Armin Assinger, a skiing legend and experienced TV expert, can't believe it during the live ORF 

broadcast this Saturday, 18 December 2004: "Look, look, look, what's in there? There's a deer in 

there. A deer in the target schuss. Look." At his side, the no less stunned and as legendary reporter 

Robert Seeger: "It's running down here now across the target schuss." Moments later, Kristian 

Ghedina is at the Finish. But, unfortunately, he is not capturing his fifth victory on his favorite course, 

with which he would beat Franz Klammer's record and become the sole record holder. But the 

headlines still belong to the "Azzurro" after this close encounter with the local fauna. And the winner 

is Max Rauffer, who celebrates a German racer's first and only World Cup victory in the downhill.  

 

A unified podium 

Something like this has only happened once in 

the previous 54 editions of the Saslong 

Classic. On Friday, 18 December 2015, all 

athletes on the podium are from one nation. 

But it is not the Austrians, Swiss or Italians 

who will be passionately celebrated. Instead, 

the Norwegians Aksel Lund Svindal, Kjetil Jansrud and Aleksander Aamodt Kilde sweep the lot in the 

super-G.  

 

The perfect weekend 

Just as the Saslong Classic took place on December 18 and 19 in the recent past, there is no way to 

the gold without considering the exceptional Norwegian skiers. 2015 is the year of Aksel Lund 

Svindal, who leaves everyone behind in super-G and downhill. Exactly five years later, Aleksander 

Aamodt Kilde thunders down the Val Gardena-Gröden speed course fastest in the two speed 

disciplines. Victories in super-G and downhill - but not in the same year - can be claimed by three 

other former ski stars at the South Tyrolean classic: Switzerland's Pirmin Zurbriggen, Norway's 

Lasse Kjus and Austria's Michael Walchhofer. 

 

 



 

 

DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy also this year 

for the fastest speed specialist on the Saslong 
Whoever scores the most World Cup points in Val Gardena/Gröden can look forward to several 

additional bonuses. As in previous years, the winner of the so-called DOLOMITES Val Gardena 

Südtirol Ski Trophy will receive an original 3D wooden bust, extra prize money of Euro 5,000 and a 

short vacation stay in Val Gardena/Gröden. In addition - and new this year - the winner may climb the 

Sassolungo /Langkofel mountain accompanied by a local expert mountain guide.  

 

Val Gardena/Groden is a cradle of alpine skiing. The World Cup races, organized yearly since 1969 by 

the Saslong Classic Club, have contributed as much to this reputation as the successful staging of 

the Alpine World Ski Championships in 1970. The local organizing committee is constantly striving to 

make the races on the legendary South Tyrolean downhill course more professional and attractive. 

This is probably one of the reasons why the organizers, in close cooperation with DOLOMITES Val 

Gardena, have launched a special prize. The DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy in Val 

Gardena/Gröden will be awarded to the 

racer who scores the most World Cup 

points in the three races on the Saslong. 

If two racers are tied, the athlete with the 

better ranking in one of the three races 

will prevail. If there is still a tie, the 

better result in Saturday’s downhill will 

decide the winner.  

 

"The best downhill skiers in the world 

have a further incentive with this initiative. Climbing the Sassolungo/Langkofel mountain will give 

the winner an unforgettable mountain experience in the heart of the Dolomites. This voucher can, of 

course, also be redeemed at a later point. Projects like these are only possible because we have an 

extremely sport-affine partner in DOLOMITES Val Gardena, which supports us on so many levels, 

such as with this project, which we are implementing for the third time this winter. For this, and of 



 

 

course, for the many years of excellent cooperation in the context of our speed races, DOLOMITES 

Val Gardena deserves our sincerest thanks", underlines Rainer Senoner, President of the Saslong 

Classic Club.  

 

DOLOMITES Val Gardena also remains enthusiastic about the special prize. "Initiatives of this kind 

charge our brand DOLOMITES Val Gardena just as positively as the professionalism and commitment 

of the Saslong Classic Club as the organizer of the two World Cup races in Val Gardena/Gröden. 

Countless media reports, and the many social media posts carry this positive echo out into the world 

and are thus an invaluable amplifier. It was immediately clear to us that we want to be involved in 

the DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy again" say Lukas Demetz, Ambros Hofer and 

Christoph Vinatzer from DOLOMITES Val Gardena.  

 

By the way, the true-to-the-original 3D wooden busts of this and past winning racers will be on public 

display. All skiing enthusiasts can view them at the Ski Champions Walk in Selva Gardena, where, in 

addition, all the winners of a World Cup race in Val Gardena/Gröden, as well as the World Champions 

of 1970, will be honored. The Ski Champions Walk also commemorates the commitment of all the 

people of this valley who, with great ambition and pioneering spirit, believed in skiing from the get-

go. The path starts at the walkway of the old railroad line behind the ski school in the village center 

of Selva/Wolkenstein.  

 

Back to the DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy: the defending champion is the American 

Bryce Bennett, who will be awarded in the run-up to this year's World Cup races. His predecessors 

of this special prize came from Norway including Aleksander Aamodt Kilde, Kjetil Jansrud and 

Rasmus Windingstad. The DOLOMITES Val Gardena Südtirol Ski Trophy evolved from the Südtirol Ski 

Trophy, awarded from 2016 to 2019.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Val Gardena/Gröden Power in the Alpine Ski World Cup 
The Saslong is not only centerstage for the exciting speed classics in the Ski World Cup. Three alpine 

ski racers participating at this highest level of the competition call Val Gardena/Gröden their home.  

 

Nicol Delago is the last skier from Val Gardena/Gröden to race on the Saslong in the World Cup. And 

also the only one who has ever been on the podium. In 2018, two women's World Cup races were held 

here following the men’s event. In the downhill, the then 22-year-old from Selva/Wolkenstein raced 

to second place and celebrated her first of a total of three podiums in the World Cup right here at 

home, of all places, which only came about by chance.  

 

Her sister Nadia, who is one year younger, had to watch from 

the sidelines but celebrated her most significant career 

success almost ten months earlier. At the Winter Olympics in 

Beijing, she raced a nearly perfect run on Chinese snow and 

took the bronze medal in downhill. Now the two Delago sisters are aiming for more top results in the 

World Cup in the fast disciplines and, of course, also want to land on the podium at the World 

Championships in Courchevel.   

 

Val Gardena/Gröden is not (currently) represented in the men's speed team. However, there are 

some up-and-coming talents who could one day follow in the footsteps of 

Peter Runggaldier and Werner Perathoner. However, Alex Vinatzer is 

competing at the top level in slalom. The only thing missing is his first victory, 

which should only be a matter of time given his talent and ability. The 23-

year-old from Selva/Wolkenstein would also like to tackle giant slalom races 

soon and is working hard towards that goal. And who knows: maybe ski fans 

will be able to cheer on the three ski stars from Val Gardena/Gröden at a home race someday. The 

bid for the 2029 Alpine World Ski Championships is underway...  

 

 



 

 

60 years of PRINOTH: From a garage in Val Gardena/Gröden 

to a successful company worldwide   
 In 1962, Ernst Prinoth, a technology enthusiast from Val Gardena, developed his first snow groomer. 

With it, he changed modern skiing forever and at the same time laid the foundation for an 

internationally successful company. This year PRINOTH turns 60 - an opportunity to celebrate the 

long-time partner of the World Cup races Val Gardena/Gröden. 

 

The beginnings of the company  

At the beginning of the 1960s, European skiing experienced its peak. But the slopes were barely 

prepared, if at all, and accidents and injuries were common. Former Formula 1 racer and technology 

enthusiast Ernst Prinoth took notice. In the early 1950s, he had opened a small car repair shop in his 

native Val Gardena/Gröden. 

He envisioned a solution to 

the problem of the 

mechanical preparation of 

the slopes with vehicles that 

combined two very different 

requirements: high 

performance and low weight. 

Inspired by the 

characteristics of racing cars, 

he tinkered in his workshop 

until, in 1962, he drove the prototype, the P60, safely down the steepest slopes. 

 

Two years later, Ernst Prinoth prepared the slopes for the World Ski Championships in Seefeld, Tyrol, 

in front of cameras from all over the world with his first mass-produced snow groomer, the P15. 

Prinoth snow groomers were also present in Val Gardena/Gröden from the first World Cup races on 

the Saslong in 1969 and a year later at the legendary 1970 World Ski Championships, making them 

valuable supporters. 



 

 

 

The path to an international group of companies 

Much has happened in the company since those early years. Today, Prinoth employs over 900 people 

worldwide. Since 2000, the company has been part of the High Technology Industries (HTI) Group 

along with LEITNER and DEMACLENKO. Together, the three companies offer complete solutions in 

the winter sports sector. In addition, Prinoth itself produces snow groomers as well as tracked utility 

vehicles and machines for vegetation management at four locations worldwide.  

 

Next step: environmentally friendly commercial vehicles 

"Customer focus, innovation and sustainability are at the heart of our corporate philosophy. 

Therefore, we continue to invest in our employees and in R&D." The result: in addition to the electric 

HUSKY eMOTION, which has been 

production since this year and is 

on display in the finish area of the 

Saslong, PRINOTH presented the 

LEITWOLF h2MOTION, the first 

vehicle powered by hydrogen 

combustion engine from FPT 

Industrial, the first of its kind in 

the world, to celebrate the 

company’s 60th anniversary. 

 

This year also marks a round anniversary in Val Gardena/Gröden: 100 World Cup races have already 

been held - partly thanks to highly professional and reliable partners like Prinoth.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

News, News, News 

 

Val Gardena promotes skiing youth 

Skiing has a long tradition in Val Gardena/Gröden. To ensure that future generations will also enjoy 

this fascinating sport in the magnificent surroundings of the Dolomites, the well-known South 

Tyrolean ski destination has come up with several initiatives for the coming winter. At the local level, 

elementary school children in the Gardena/Gröden communities of Ortisei/St.Ulrich, St. Cristina and 

Selva/Wolkenstein can look forward to free season ski passes - thanks to an initiative by the 

consortium of lift operators Val Gardena/Alpe 

di Siusi. But the efforts to promote skiing go 

beyond the national borders and are also 

aimed at young international skiers. Thus, in 

December, young male and female racers can 

train for free on Plan de Gralba. The free 

training camp in Val Gardena/Gröden was 

presented to the FIS Sub-Committee for Youth 

and Children during this year's Autumn 

Meeting in Zurich. In addition, exciting FIS races were organized in the run-up to the World Cup 

classics in Val Gardena/Gröden at the end of November and beginning of December, on Piz Sella. The 

competitions are very important, especially for many young racers, because they can earn valid 

points for the FIS ranking early in the season. 

 

Vitalini Speed Contest - the big comeback  

Speaking of youth: after a three-year hiatus, this unique initiative returns to the Saslong. The sporting 

competition is not about catching the fastest line. The winners are those ski kids who achieve the 

highest speed on the passage between the Ciaslat meadows exit and the finish. As soon as the super-

G finishes on Friday, 16 December, 120 ski kids are chasing the finish line from the Ciaslat meadow 

exit into the stadium. As part of the Vitalini Speed Contest, young racers born in 2011 and 2012 will 

be able to immerse themselves in the unique atmosphere of the legendary classic and feel like 



 

 

Dominik Paris, Beat Feuz or Vincent Kriechmayr, or Sofia Goggia, Nadia and Nicol Delago or Corinne 

Suter as they race. 

 

Ticket sales underway 

The World Cup classics in Val Gardena/Gröden, a centerpiece of the Dolomiti Superski ski carousel, 

can be followed up close in the finish area, at the start, along the course and in a special area at the 

camel humps. In addition, the organizers of the Saslong Classic Club also offer VIP tickets for the 

VIP SasLounge Platinum, and the VIP SasLounge Feel Free, where guests will be pampered with 

delicacies, good music and many other surprises in a heated tent. All information about the different 

ticket types and VIP packages can be found, and tickets can be purchased on the official website 

www.saslong.org/tickets. 

 

Two speakers in a class of their own in the Saslong stadium 

The Ski World Cup lives on emotions, and the speakers at the Finish substantially contribute to this 

outstanding atmosphere. Because of the 55th Saslong Classic, the organizers rely on the tried and 

tested. As last year, Claudia Morandini and Stefan Steinacher will fire up the thousands of fans in the 

Finish Stadium. Morandini, who can also be seen as a TV presenter, gets the fans going with her 

enthusiastic manner at numerous sporting events in Italy. Steinacher, on the other hand, is a walking 

ski encyclopedia and is very familiar with all the stars of the scene. They will be supported by the 

well-known South Tyrolean presenter Silvia Fontanive. So let's look forward to a mega atmosphere 

at the Saslong Stadium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Finish Stadion 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Facts and Figures 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Key Sections of the Saslong 
 
Ciampinoi (2249 m) 
Local mountain of Selva-Wolkenstein is recheable by the Ciampinoi cable car from Selva-Wolkenstein and 
Saslong cable car and Sochers chair lift from Ruacia 
 
 
Spinel (2091 m) 
Drop-off right after start of the course. This section has the highest gradient of the entire course (56.9%). 
 
 
Saut dl Moro (2018 m) 
Site oft he Moro jump, the first big jump on Saslong. It is named after the Moro meadow 
 
 
Sochers Walls (1900 m) 
Steep section with 55.9% gradient named after the Sochers meadows 
 
 
Camel humps (1813 m) 
Originally known as the “Costa de Gialina” (Gialina Ridge), the humps were renamed Camel Humps by FIS 
Technical Delegate Sepp Sulzberger. This is the most storied section of Saslong, producing jumps of up to 80m 
in length and with heights of 4-6m. The hump were first skipped by Uli Spiess (AUT) in 1980 in a legendary long 
jump  
 
 
Ciaslat (1720 m) 
Named after the Ciaslat meadow, featuring a twisting section with up to 17 smaller and larger corrugated 
bumps.  
 
 
Nucia Turn and Finish Schuss (1550 m) 
This section is named after the Nucia farm with an up to 51.6% steep turn veering heavily toward the left 
 
 
Tunnel-Jump 
Final jump named after the Saslong Tunnel which runs below the jump. The tunnel is 375m long and part oft he 
newly-built by-pass (2009) to St. Christina.  
 
 
Ruacia (1410 m) 
The finish area  is named after a local farm  



 

 

Prize money (in CHF): 396.000  

 Downhill Super-G Downhill 

1.  50.000,00 50.000,00 50.000,00 
2.  22.000,00 22.000,00 22.000,00 
3.  11.000,00 11.000,00 11.000,00 
4.  7.500,00 7.500,00 7.500,00 
5. 5.500,00 5.500,00 5.500,00 
6. 4.500,00 4.500,00 4.500,00 
7. 3.500,00 3.500,00 3.500,00 
8.  2.600,00 2.600,00 2.600,00 
9. 2.200,00 2.200,00 2.200,00 
10. 2.000,00 2.000,00 2.000,00 

11. 1.800,00 1.800,00 1.800,00 
12. 1.600,00 1.600,00 1.600,00 
13. 1.500,00 1.500,00 1.500,00 
14. 1.400,00 1.400,00 1.400,00 
15. 1.350,00 

 

 

1.350,00 

 

 

1.350,00 

 

 

16. 1.300,00 1.300,00 1.300,00 
17. 1.200,00 1.200,00 1.200,00 
18.  1.150,00 1.150,00 1.150,00 
19. 1.100,00 1.100,00 1.100,00 
20. 1.050,00 1.050,00 1.050,00 

21. 1.000,00 1.000,00 1.000,00 
22. 950,00 950,00 950,00 
23. 900,00 900,00 900,00 
24. 850,00 850,00 850,00 
25. 800,00 800,00 800,00 
26. 750,00 750,00 750,00 
27. 700,00 700,00 700,00 
28. 650,00 650,00 650,00 
29. 600,00 600,00 600,00 
30. 550,00 550,00 550,00 
 

 

 

132.000,00 132.000,00 132.000,00 
 

Amounts are gross. Tax deduction apply as necessary.   



 

 

FIS SKI WORLD CUP VAL GARDENA GRÖDEN - SPEED EVENTS HERREN 1969 - 2021 

WORLD CUP RACES SPEED 79   1969-2021 

 Downhill 58   1969 - 2021  (1971 not in Calendar) 

Super-G 21   1983-84, 2002-03, 03-04, 04-05, 05-06, 06-07, 07-08, 08-09, 09-10, 10-11, 11-12, 12-13, 13-14, 14-15, 
15-16, 16-17, 17-18, 18-19, 19-20, 20-21, 21-22 

First WC Downhill 14.02.69   Winner: Jean-Daniel Dätwyler (SUI) 

DOWNHILL RACES      

WC single downhills 45     

Replacement downhills  13   72, 76,78, 80, 82, 89, 90, 92, 93, 96, 98,99, 01 

Downhills not carried out 6   1973, 1994, 1997, 2000, 2011 (interrupted after 21 racers), 2019 

Downhills on shortened track 7   1980, 1983,1996, 2004, 2005, 2008, 2012 

Course record 1.52,99 2003-04 Antoine Deneriaz (FRA) 

Course record on shortened track 1.50,57 2008 Michael Walchhofer (AUT), 2008 

Course record super-G-start 1.27,99 2005 Marco Büchel (LIE)  

Smallest gap between 1st - 2nd 2/100 2006 1.Steven Nyman (USA) - 2. Didier Cuche (SUI) 

Smallest gap between 1st - 2nd from SG-Start 2/100 2005 Marco Büchel (LIE) - Michael Walchhofer (AUT) 

Largest gap between 1st - 2nd 1,35 sec. 1999 Ghedina - Pepi Strobl  

Number of snow cannons 86   Saslong Lift Company 

TV cameras 26     

Number of gates 37     

Number of course workers 40     

Safety nets 20 km     

Volunteers 800     

Victories 58     

Winning Nation 9   Austria, Switzerland, Italy, France, Norway, Canada,Liechtenstein, Germany, USA 

Austria 18   Klammer (4), Walcher (1), Weirather (1), Resch (1),   Höflehner (2), Wirnsberger (1), 
Stock (1),  Ortlieb (2), Schifferer (1),  Eberharter (1), Walchhofer (2), Max Franz (1)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



 

 

Switzerland 14   Dätwyler (1), Russi (2), Collombin (1), Müller (3),Cathomen (1),  
Räber (1), Zurbriggen (1), Heinzer (2), Besse (1), Silvan Zurbriggen (1) 

Norway 7   Haaker (1), Skardaal (1), Kjius (1); Svindal (2), Kilde (2) 

Italy 5   Plank (1), Ghedina (4) 

Canada 4   Boyd (2), Osborne-Paradis (1), Guay (1) 

USA 4   Nyman (3), Bennett (1) 

France 3   Alphand (1), Deneriaz (2) 

Liechtenstein 2   Foser (1), Büchel (1) 

Germany 1   Rauffer (1) 

Victories 39     

Franz Klammer (AUT) 4   1974-75,1976-77, 1976-77,1982-83 

Kristian Ghedina (ITA) 4   1996-97,1998-99,1999-00, 2001-02 

Peter  Müller (SUI) 3   1979-80, 1980-81, 1988-89 

Steven Nyman (USA) 3   2006-07, 2012-13, 2014-15 

Berhard Russi (SUI) 2   1970, 1971-72 

Rob Boyd (CAN) 2   1986-87, 1987-88 

Helmuth Höflehner (AUT) 2   1984-85, 1989-90 

Franz Heinzer (SUI) 2   1990-91, 1991-92 

Patrick Ortlieb (AUT) 2   1993-94, 1995-96 

Antoine Deneriaz (FRA) 2   2002-03, 2003-04 

Michael Walchhofer (AUT) 2   2007-08, 2008-09 

Aksel Lund Svindal (NOR) 2   2015-16, 2017-18 

Aleksander Aamodt Kilde (NOR) 2   2018-19, 2020-21 

J.D. Dätwyler (SUI) 1   1968-69 

Roland Collombin (SUI) 1   1971-72 

Herbert Plank (ITA) 1   1977-78 

Sepp Walcher (AUT) 1   1978-79 

Erik Haker (NOR) 1   1978-79 



 

 

Harti Weirather (AUT) 1   1980-81 

Erwin Resch (AUT) 1   1981-82 

Conradin Cathomen (SUI) 1   1982-83 

Urs Räber (SUI) 1   1983-84 

Peter Wirnsberger (AUT) 1   1985-86 

Pirmin Zurbriggen (SUI) 1   1989-90 

Atle Skardaal (NOR) 1   1990-91 

William Besse (SUI)  1   1992-93 

Leonhard Stock (AUT) 1   1992-93 

Markus Foser (LIE)  1   1993-94 

Luc Alphand (Frankreich) 1   1996-97 

Lasse Kjus (NOR) 1   1998-99 

Andreas Schifferer (AUT) 1   1999-00 

Stefan Eberharter (AUT) 1   2001-02 

Max Rauffer (GER) 1   2004-05 

Marco Büchel (LIE) 1   2005-06 

Manuel Osborne-Paradis (CAN) 1   2009-10 

Silvan Zurbriggen (SUI) 1   2010-11 

Erik Guay (CAN) 1   2013-14 

Max Franz (AUT) 1   2016-17 

Bryce Bennett (USA) 1   2021-22 

Total Victories 58     

Double victories in same year 1     

Franz Klammer  1976-77     

Downhills not held 6     

15.12.1973 1   Lack of snow 

10.12.1994 1   Lack of snow 



 

 

20.12.1997 1   Lack of snow 

16.12.2000 1   Lack of snow 

17.12.2011 1   Cancelled due to winds after 21 racers 

21.12.2019 1   The course was not skiable due to heavy snow and rainfall 

SUPER-G 21     

Winning Nations 6   Norway, Switzerland, Austria, USA, Italy, Germany 

Norway 10   Kjus (1), Svindal (5), Jansrud (2), Kilde (2) 

Switzerland 4   Zurbriggen (1), Defago (1), Cuche (1), Feuz (1) 

Austria 4   Walchhofer (2), Grugger (1), Kriechmayr (1) 

USA 1   Miller (1) 

Italy 1   Heel (1) 

Germany 1   Ferstl (1) 

Victories 14     

Aksel Lund Svindal (NOR) 5   2009-10, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2015-16, 2018-19 

Michael Walchhofer (AUT) 2   2004-05, 2010-11 

Kjetil Jansrud (NOR) 2   2014-15, 2016-17 

Aleksander Aamodt Kilde (NOR) 2   2020-21, 2021-22 

Pirmin Zurbriggen (SUI) 1   1983-84 

Didier Defago (SUI) 1   2002-03 

Lasse Kjus (NOR) 1   2003-04 

Hans Grugger (AUT) 1   2005-06 

Bode Miller (USA) 1   2006-07 

Didier Cuche (SUI 1   2007-08 

Werner Heel (ITA) 1   2008-09 

Beat Feuz (SUI) 1   2011-12 

Josef Ferstl (GER) 1   2017-18 

Vincent Kriechmayr (AUT) 1   2019-20 

WINNER DH & SG 5     



 

 

Pirmin Zurbriggen (SUI) Super-G 1 1983-84 

  Downhill 1 1989-90 

Lasse Kjus (NOR) Super-G 1 2003-04 

  Downhill 1 1998-99 

Michael Walchhofer (AUT) Super-G 2 2004-05; 2010-11 

  Downhill 2 2007-08; 2008-09 

Aksel Lund Svindal (NOR) Super-G 5 2009-10, 2012-13, 2013-14, 2015-16, 2018-19 

  Downhill 2 2015-16, 2017-18 

Aleksander Aamodt Kilde (NOR) Super-G 2 2020-21, 2021-22 

  Downhill 2 2018-19, 2020-21 

 
 

 

Statistics: 

- 79 speed races men's World Cup since 1969 (incl. 1970 World Cup downhill, which counted towards the World Cup). 

- 7 other World Cup races 1970 (also counted to the World Cup) 

- 2 World Cup races men technical disciplines (1972 and 1975) 

- 4 women's World Cup races (2 in 1975, 2 in 2018). 

- 6 World Cup races cancelled 

98 World Cup races to date 


